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of the Wagner performances there, though some of the Ring
nights will have already passed before the day of publication.

4 October 1893

I CANNOT imagine why the Paris Grand Opera should fascinate
English impresarios as it does. Here is Mr Farley Sinkins putting
himself out of his way and charging double prices to produce a
concert recital of Samson et Dalila. Who wants to hear Samson
et Dalila? I respectfully suggest. Nobody. In Paris that is not a
reason for not producing it, because Saint-Saens is an illustrious
French composer, and the Opera a national institution; conse-
quently, Saint-Saens must occasionally compose an opera, and
the director produce it, for the satisfaction of the taxpayers. In
the same way, we produce specially composed oratorios at our
English festivals. We cannot sit them out without wishing we had
never been born; but we do sit them out for all that; and though
the English school does not immediately become famous over
the earth, at least Messrs Novello sell a great many copies of the
new work to provincial choral societies.

Now I am strongly of opinion that each nation should bear its
own burden in this department of life. We do not ask the Parisians
to share the weight of Job with us; then let them not foist on to
us the load of Samson, However, on reflection, this is hardly
reasonable; for it is our English Mr Sinkins who has insisted on
our listening to Samson; whilst the composer and the tenor,
representing the French nation, have done their best to save us
by bolting at the last moment. The story of their flight; of Mr
Sinkins's diplomatic masterstroke of sending the soprano to win
them back; and of the fugitives rising to the height of the occasion
by capturing the soprano, has already been told, though not
explained. The sequel, shewing how Mr Bernard Lane came to
the rescue by taking the part of Samson, is, I suppose, for me to
tell; but I propose to shirk that duty, out of regard for Mr Lane's
feelings.

Samson with the part of Samson read at sight, is perhaps better